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DEDICATED TO VIVIANE



PROLOGULE



WE'RE CLOSING IN ON THE FINAL
SECONDS OF THE BIRLS BASKETBALL
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BETWEEN
WILLIAMSBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
OUR OWN ADAMSVILLE SAINTS.




THERE'S ONLY TWENTY AND WITH WILLIAMSBURG
SeCONDs LEETL AN | CARRYING THE BALL, THEY
WINPOW TO WIN THIS GAME (L aVE A CUANCE TO PUT THE
IS QUICKLY CLOSIESS NALL IN THE COFFIN WITH

ANOTHER SCORE.

T HOME

FOULS PLAYER FOUL PTS

HEY TODD, SELECT, B, A,
WHAT'S THE START, UR

| CHEAT CODE FOR ==

3 UNLIMITED

PUpe! I7'S X
NOT WORKING! GOING FOR
THE BALL!




IT LOOKS

LIKE MANDY |5

COOLER OF
THE RAPTORS
IS GOING
TO TAKE
A SHOT!

OH MY BOODNESS!
CHLOE JOHNSON
BLOCKS THE SHOT

AND HAS THE BALL!




SHE HAS AN EMPTY
COURT IN FRONT OF HER
AND AN OPEN NET!

: \ 89« PERIODq sl

[ TAKE THE
\ £ASY sHOT!

THIS IS THE GAME, FOLKS!
CHLOE HAS A CHANCE TO
TIE OR WIN IT ALL WITH
SECONDS REMAINING!

u “ \ VISITO!
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CHLOE 1S
SHE'S STOPPING GOING FOR
AT THE THREE b
POINT LINE!
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e SAINT

THE SAINTS WIN
AT THE BU22ER!

THIS 1S ADAMSVILLE,

I'VE LIVED HERE
my WHOLE LIFE,




THE ADAMSVILLE
LADY SAINTS ARE THE
MIDDLE SCHOOL STATE

BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS!
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my NAME IS CHLOE
JOHNSON. I'Mm ELEVEN.
&

I'mASTAR
BASKETBALL
PLAYER IN
THIS TOWN.




I'D SOON LEARN
THAT THE CITY I GREW
UpP IN AND LOVED
SO MUCH...

AND NOTHING
WOULD BE THE
SAME AGAIN.,




CHAPRPTER 1

MY NEIGHBOR’S MONSTER



1—“—,; ONE YEAR LATER.
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CHLOE SETS
| UP FOR THE
A\ SHOT.

ALL 1T TAKES
IS THIS LAST
FREE THROW
AND THE GAME
IS OVER.
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SHE PLANTS
HER FEET AND..




BASKETS IN A ROW!
NEW RECORD!
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1 SHOULD
- 60 GET READY.
[ I'mGOING \
TO KILL 1T
AT TRYOUTS




IGUESS T
SHOULD 60
HELP HiM,
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'm GOING
SAVE you!




HAT JUST
HAPPENED?Z
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NOW, THOMAS, CALM
POWN. IT'S OK.

HERE, T HAVE
SOMETHING
TO SHOW YOU. g

I THINK JusT LOOK
YOU'LL REALLY AT THE
LIKE THIS, BLACK BALL,

IT'S BOING

OH-- Hl,
MR. DANIELS.




you
BETTER HEAD [
ON HOME, £

I ~ I

”IIII
g U

PLEASE DON'T
LET HIM SEE ME.

PLEASE DON'T |
LET HIM SEE ME. /

:‘“ e .




~XZIV T INCY

2z V4

v/




CHLOEZ

VES,
MmAAM,

YOU'RE
up NOw
FOR FREE
THROWS.

\




T WANT

you 1O
TAKE FIVE
T'M SORRY SHOTS FROM

T DIDN'T THE FREE
HEAR YOU, W/ \ THROW LINE.




TRY AGAIN,




KNOW WHAT
HAPPENED

COACH,
THIS WAS
JUST A FLUKE
PERFORMANCE!
You KNOw

I'Mm BETTER
THAN THAT.

LISTEN,
IF SOMETHING
IS BOING ON
YOUu CAN TELL




1S
EVERYTHING

CAN'T PUT YOU

YOU'RE OU
- . ON THIS YEAR'S

BEST PLAYER,
BUT IF YOU
CAN'T SHOW

IT HERE...




I'LL 6IVE
YOu ANOTHER
TWO DAYS.

FIGURE OUT
WHAT'S BOING
ON WITH YOUR
GAME, COME BACK
AND MAKE THIS

T T

VERONICA, A
YOU'RE NEXT. U
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OK, KIDS! THIS
IS THE FIRST
FIELD TRIP OF
THE VEAR!




T DPON'T
WANT ANY
ROUBHHOUSING
OR CUTTING
uP IN HERE!

1S PRETTY |




SO, CHLOE, HAVE

NO, T MEANT
YOU THOUBHT ANYMORE ME TAKING VOU!

ABOUT ME AND YOU
BOING TO THE DANCE
COMING LiP2

YOU MEAN:
"YOU AND mg2"

DERRICK, THAT'S
BAD GRAMMAR.

NEVER MIND
NO, T HAVEN'T
VET.

BUT CHLOE,

SERI?A,US\l;Vw ouLon't ¥ I HAVE IT AL
YOU WANT TO y WATCH THIS!
GO WITH ME2




THAT'S
AWESOME...
I GUESS...

YOU KNOwW
HOW LONG IT
TOOK ME
TO PERFECT
THATZ

THANK
YOu, LADIES.




MR. RICHARDS,

T AM SURE THAT

YOUR PARENTS
HAVE TAUGHT YOU

\ MORE MANNERS
THAN THAT,

WHEN ARE
YOu 6OING
TO GIVE

ME A CHANCE? =g

LET'S BE SURE
TO MAKE THEM
PROUD BY USING
THEM... HMMM?2

YES, MRS.
APPLETON,
THEY HAVE,




YOU KNOW WE'RE, DERRICK, T NEED TO
LIKE, PERFECT FOR .
EACH OTHER. T'M TRYOUTS,

THE BEST AT BASEBALL! .

P YOU'RE
AWESOME
AT BASKETBALL.
WHAT MORE
IS THEREZ

You 60T
A PROBLEM,
TODPD?




PUPE, T JUsT
WENT ON THE
ALIEN ABDUCTION
SIMULATOR.

IT WAS
AMAZING!
YOU HAVE TO
60 PO 17!

WHAT ARE
YOU POING?

I'm FINALLY
GOING TO TALK
TO HER.

MIND YOUR
OWN BUSINESS,
WEIRDO!

MAYBE LATER.
I 60TTA GO.

you ARe?!
NiCE!




OK, MAN! LET Mg
KNOW WHEN YOU WANNA
G0 ON THE SIMULATOR!

THIS THING
IS DISGUSTING.

WHAT SORT
OF IPIOT WOULD
BELIEVE IN THIS
GARBAGE?Z

THIS WHOLE
EXHIBIT IS STUPID




IT'S NOT
THAT UNLIKELY.

THERE 1S TONS
OF EVIDENCE THAT
SOMETHING 1S OUT THERE,

IN A LOT OF LAKES
AROUND THE WORLD

IT'S ALMOST
CRAZY NOT
TO BELIEVE
IN THESE
CREATURES.

WHO TOLD YOou
THAT, HUHZ YOUR
BRAIN DEAD
FATHER?Z

" HEY, EVERYONE
IT'S CRAZY TODD
FREDERICK AND
HIS THEORIES ON
HOW THE WORLD 1S

GOING TO END!

WITH HIS
WACKO
FAMILY!

WHAT You
GONNA
PO ABOUT
IT, HUHZ




PERRICK, LEAVE DERRICK

I/ YEAH. NICE
BOYFRIEND
YOU HAVE,

HE'S NOT
My BOYFRIEND,




I WISH T WAS

ANYWHERE BUT
HERe. [

CHLOE,
DON'T WORRY
ABOUT HIMm,

HE'S WEIRD
ANYWAYS,

I'm TELLING 4
vOu, MAN. ABDUCTION

\ SIMULATOR... A




CHILDREN,
STAY INSIDE
THE BYMNASIUM
UNTIL YOUR
PARENTS
ARRIVE!

CHLOE,
COMe ON! |




COME THAT'S SIX '\
ON, CHLOE! MISSED SHOTS
IN AROW! /3

WHY DON'T YOu REALLY?Z
TAKE A BREAKZ WE'LL
BRING TINA IN. ARE YOU
SUREZ

HOW ARE YOU
BOING TO MAKE
THE TEAM IE YOU
CAN'T SCORE
AT ALLZ

I'm Just
NOT
FEELING
MYSELF

7/ SHE'S ALWAYS
COMPLAINING ABOUT

HOW WE NEVER

LET HER PLAY,




HOW PO YOou
SCORE POINTS?
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6uys! How
PO I SCORE A
TOUCHPOWN?Z

PLAYING
BASKETBALL.

DON'T YOU
KNOW WHAT
BASKETBALL 152




{ come on, —_ YOUu DON'T
CHLOE! | =ven know

GETIT Y
TOGETHER.

WHAT IT 1S
you sAw
YESTERDAY.

NEED SOME
ANSWERS.




WHAT 15
WRONG WITH

I WILL ATTACK YOUR Y
PRAGON WITH A PLUS
FIVE WATER SPELL.

BECAUSE MY
MONSTER 1S LEVEL
FOUR AND THIS

LOCATION
FORBIDS IT!

IT'S RIGHT
HERE IN THE
MANUAL!

HATEVER!

FINE. T'LL
ATTACK WITH mY

PUDE,

\"7%; 7
\ 47 /
«lik ™

OH! HELLO,
my LADY! /R




WHAT BRINGS
YOU OUR WAY?2

A

I WONDERED ,
IF I COULP TALK , 600p
WITH YOU FOR QAL MADAM,
A MINUTE?Z \ TAKE A




NO, T
MEANT COULD
You AND T
TALK ALONEZ

PUDE,
SERIOUSLVY...
HOW
ARE YOU
MAKING
THIS
HAPPEN?Z

CAN TALK.

PUDE, HE'S

| GOTTA BE

| FREAKING OUT
RIGHT NOW!




You ABOUT
SOMETHING.

ARE YOU
GOING TO
PICK ON
Me TOO?

WANTS TO BEAT ME
UR T WISH HE WOULD
JUST BO AHEAD

IF DERRICK

ALREADY,

REALLY BELIEVE
IN MONSTERS?2
ALIENS...

YOU KNOW,
ALL OF THAT...
WEIRD STUFF.

T WANTED
TO ASK YOU
N BECAUSE..




